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SUMMARY 
 
After the studies realized on 133 sows with piglets during two or more parturitions, in 
different farmsteads of family type with a number of 8 to 20 sows in different year periods 
comes out that in piglet life appear many critical periods, which could affect its existence.  
From our researches and observations comes out the next aspects: 
 The first critical period is at parturition time and until 3 days because the piglets do not 
present immunity and appropriate body thermoregulation mechanism, and after parturition 
they could be easy crushed by sow. 
 The second critical period is from 7 to 10 days, when the piglets begin to consume water 
and look for fodder. In this period can appear diarrhoea, intoxications provoked by faeces 
input or other altered fodder. These intoxications as well the disturbances of digestive tube 
level lead to massive dehydrations of piglets, suckling avoidance in mother-sow and finally 
piglets’ death. 
 The third critical period is from 21 days when the sow comes in heat and the milk 
composition is modified so the piglets present an easy diarrhoea status that could be accented 
by water consumption and could leads to body weight decreasing, dehydration and enough 
important mortalities in lots. 
 The last period is at piglets’ weaning time, because they suffer so called “weaning 
crisis”, and if the piglets’ organism was not sufficiently prepared for this period they could 
not well develop, do not realize the planned daily gains and could appear digestive 
disturbances doe to stress and immunity decrease, so could produce very important mortalities 
as number. 
As remedies on each period must be respected the breeding technology framing as it is 
possible in the limits of parameters of technology concerning the maintenance and fodder 
conditions for sows, as well providing the welfare climate for piglets. Another very important 
remedy is to maintain the temperature and humidity in normal parameters, because these 
factors could be fatally for the piglet life. 
To make efficient the farmsteads of family type, which exploit sows to obtain piglets 
it is very important to keep account of these critical periods from suckling piglet life. 
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